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READER’S DIGEST

 STRANGE

TRUE

Dinosaurs had feathers. : |
That’s jwhat arch.aeolt.)glsts have Slothi cain

found in the fossil evidence = hold their |
of some species, including breath longer =

velociraptors. Whether bigger . than dolphins.
species such as Tyrannosaurus . Dolphins need air
rex had them is still in debate, but - after ten minutes,

- _ : ’ but a swimming
some scientists believe they had light dloth cin hold its

feathering. In fact,'researchers have :  breath for up to 40
long noted that chickens and other birds © minutes by slowing
share skeletal similarities with T-rex. - its heart rate at will.

Firefighters use chemicals to make water ‘wetter’.

The wetting agents reduce the surface tension of plain
water so it spreads and soaks into objects more easily,
which is why what fire crews use is known as ‘wet water .

62 ocroeer 2019



Fact or Fiction?

Peanuts aren’t
Astronauts can cry in space. technically
But with no gravity to pull nuts. They're
the tears down their faces, ; legumes.
the water just pools into - According to
a ball on the astronauts’ Merriam-Webster
cheeks. No-flow crying “stings a bit”, Dictionary, SRS

SRR e & only defined as a nut
says astronaut Chris Hadfield. N
. if it's ‘a hard-shelled

dry fruit or seed
with a separable
rind or shell and
interior kernel’.

.,w -
McDonald’s . The inventor of the Internet regrets
once created the URL setup. Tim Berners-Lee,
bubble-gum- who created the main software of
flavoured broccoli. the World Wide Web, admitted he

regrets one thing: adding ‘//’ after ‘https:’
in a web address. It was standard for
computer programming at the time but
didn’t serve any real purpose, and when
looking back in 2009, he said leaving it
out would have saved time and space.
child testers. . We guess we can forgive him.

Not surprisingly,
the bizarre attempt
to get kids to eat
healthier did not go
over well with the
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The lighter
was invented
before the

TheClAhasa

top secret coffee

shop. Yes, it'’s
called Starbucks, but
the branch in the CIA’s
Virginia headquarters
is unlike any other. The
baristas have to pass
extensive background
checks and can't write
customers’ names on
the cups, since some of
them are undercover
agents. The store’s
name on the receipt is
‘Store No 1. l

64 ocrtoser 2019

Australia
may be
surrounded

by water, but it
doesn’t have the
world’s longest
coastline. Being

its own continent
and completely
surrounded by water,
you'd think Australia
would easily take the
honour of the country
with the longest
coastline. However,
that title goes to
Canada, which has
244,781 kilometres of
coastline, compared
to Australia’s 25,749.
In fact, Australia only
ranks seventh on

the list of the world’s
longest coastlines.

The founders of Adidas

and Puma were brothers.

Adi and Rudi Dassler went

into the shoe business in

1924 as Dassler Brothers

Shoe Factory. They made
running shoes for Jesse Owens,
among others. But their sibling
rivalry boiled over in 1948, when
they split the company: Adi launched
Adidas; Rudi created Puma.

match. In 1823, a
German chemist
created the world’s
first lighter,
Dobereiner’s lamp,
which was used in
industrial settings.
It wasn't until three
years later that an
English chemist
made the first
friction match.
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PHOTED. MATT MAKES PHOTOS 7 SHUTTERSTOCK (ANTARCTICA)

Fact or Fiction?

The hottest
part of a chilli
pepperis
the seeds.
Capsaicin, a chemical
compound that
binds to the pain
receptors on our
nerves to produce
. that fiery heat, is most
: concentrated in the

The Sahara is the world’s largestdesert. = i, er white rib of

Technically, Antarctica is. The US . the chilli pepper. The

Geological Survey defines a desert . seeds don't actually

as ‘arid land with meagre rainfall . contain any capsaicin,

[usually less than 25 centimetres . but they may be

per year] that supports only sparse . coated in it because
vegetation and a limited population of people - (hey touch the rib.

and animals’. Antarctica averages

15 centimetres of rain a year and is around
14.2 million square kilometres. The Sahara is
only about 8.6 million square kilometres.

i o o

.............................................................................................

Blood is blue inside your body. Human
2 blood is the same colour inside your body

as it is outside: red. Our veins look blue
because the tissue covering them changes the
way light is absorbed and scattered, which
affects our perception of their colour.
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READER’S DIGEST

eBay was
founded by
amanwho
wantedto Chameleons can change their colour to
help his match any background. The lizards do |
fiancée adjust their skin tone to camouflage N
trade PEZ dispensers. - themselves in certain environments, -
That’s the storythat  : but their colour range is limited. The really &
circulated when . vibrant hues you see on TV and in books aren’t S
the online auction . usually meant for tricking predators. Those i
house began, but it - chameleons are trying to attract a mate or -
was really justa PR . defend their territory. Male chameleons have :
tall tale. Itis true . even been known to change their colours to %
that PEZ (named . appear female, which helps them sneak by 2
after the German . other males without the threat of a fight. &
word for peppermint, 5
Pfefferminz) were : 5
originally created in Julius o
1927 to help smokers Caesar was 5
quit. Almost as born via =
strange: the all- caesarean S
important dispensers section - g
didn’t get their and the :
character-inspired . procedure was named z
tops until 1957. The - after him. In Caesar’s 7 f:‘t;:;:l ::e 5
first was a witch, for . time, a caesarean : thé Bast way -
Halloween. . was performed only . to keep mosquitoes <
- on dying women, out of your yard. The =
and Caesar’s mother @ smoke from citronella =
most likely lived long  : candles is as effective <
enough to see him . as that from regular 3
attack England. The candles - and neither z
origin of the name ;, nee gt 1 you -
: ; : - want an all-natural z
is uncertain, but it . mosquito repellent, =
might have come from vy planting some :
the Latin caedare, . catnip. (Your cat will -
which means ‘tocut’. : thankyou, too.) :

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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PHOTOS MARCIO JOSE BASTOS SILVA

Fact or Fiction?

Lemmings will blindly join
in mass suicide. Norwegian
lemmings do migrate in packs,
but the well-known image
of their mass suicide was staged
for the 1958 documentary White
Wilderness. Filmmakers tipped brown
lemmings from a truck over a cliff’s
edge, making it look as if they were
following one another to their deaths.

Neanderthals

were dumb.

They were

probably just
as intelligent as
Homo sapiens, but
scientists think that
Neanderthals didn'’t
fare well when
the animals they

A Factoidisa
fun mini-fact.
In fact, it’s

the opposite of a fact.
Writer Norman Mailer
coined the term in
1973 to describe ‘facts’
that were invented

by gossip reporters.
The suffix -oid (as

in humanoid) refers

to something that

Eskimos have
more words
for snow than

any other culture.
The Canadian Inuit
in the Nunavik
region do have
more than 50 words
for snow, and the
Central Siberian
Yupik have 40. But
the Scots have the

hunted died out
after the Ice Age.

appears like something
else but is not.

biggest vocabulary
for snow - 421 words.

The green paste served with your
sushi is wasabi. Wasabi is expensive
and difficult to grow. Since it
belongs to the same family as
horseradish, most restaurants use
horseradish (with food colouring) instead. Real
wasabi is more complex and sweeter than the
‘wasabi’ you get at a typical Japanese restaurant.

.................................................................................................................................................
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